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ADDRESSES SECOND INTERNATIONAL ALPA CONVENTION 





BEHNCKE PENS | 
CONVENTION 
STORY IN FULL 


Outlines Work of Various 
Committees for Benefit 
of Membership 








BY DAVID L. BEHNCKE 

The Convention of the Air Line 
Pilots Association was formally 
called to order at 9:30 A. M. on 
October 29th and adjourned mid- 
night of November 2nd after all 
business that had been brought be- 
fore it had been completed. 

Because of the unusual amount 
of business that had accumulated 
over a period of two years since 
our last Convention held in Octo- 
ber, 1982, and the urgency and 
vital importance of many items 
brought up, the task of the dele- 
gates was very strenuous, and 
when the final gavel fell, the dele- 
gates found themselves weary but 
proud’ of the work they had ac- 
complished. 

ALPA Delegates 

The delegates were as follows: 
J. E. Ohrbeck, representing North- 
west Airlines; R. T, Freng, repre- 
senting UAL councils 5 and 34; 
R. E. Keeler, representing Pan- 
American Airways Caribbean divi- 
sion, Pan-American Grace and 
Panair do Brazil; E. L.,McMillen, 
representing UAL council 12; C. C. 
Coppin representing UAL council 
13; G. L. Boyd representing UAL 
council 14, General Air Lines 
council 16, National Parks council 
23; E. R. Brown representing 
Eastern Air Lines council 18; T. O, 
Hardin representing American Air- 
lines, council 19; Duncan McCal- 
lum representing American Air- 
lines, council 22; A. D. Durst rep- 
resenting Pan-American Airways 
western division and Central Air- 
ways of Mexico; J. B. Glass rep- 
resenting American Airlines coun- 
cil 31; H. L. Smith representing 
Pennsylvania Air Lines & Trans- 





port Company; D. W. Ledbetter 
representing American Airlines 
council 39; C. W. Maris represent- 


Should Be Like the Three Musketeers msxmsr. 











NOTED EDITOR 
GIVES GREAT 
AERO SPEECH 


Assistant Publisher of Zhi- 
cago Herald and Examiner 
Tells Pilots That Mr. 
Hearst Is Substan- 
tial Friend 








On Monday, October 29, Pres- 
ident David L. Behncke called to 
order the Second International 
Convention of the Air Line Pilots 
Association which convened at the 
Shoreland Hotel, Chicago. Pres- 
ident Behncke opened the conven- 
tion with a silent prayer for the 
memory of the pilots who have al- 
ready died in line of duty. The 
opening session was marked with 
harmony and much beneficial busi- 
ness was transacted by the dele- 
gates. 

Following the first day’s sessions 
a banquet was held in the Castilian 
Room which was attended by the 
delegates and distinguished invited 
guests. 

Watson Speaks 

The Air Line Pilots Association 
was especially honored by the ap- 
pearance of Mr. Victor Watson, 
who had accepted the invitation 
extended to him by President Da- 
vid L. Behncke to be the principal 


—Courtesy of Chicago Herald and Examiner. 





war”. 





David L. Behncke, as President of the Air Line Pilots Association, gave the 
Federal Aviation Commission something to think about. omn 
that every airline pilot “would pledge his services to the government in time of 
He said “many of the airline pilots today hold commissions in the organized 
reserve; all of them should hold such commissions”, and that is entirely true. The 
federal government should develop simultaneously the army air corps, the navy air 
corps and a commercial air corps as reserves. 
only employing pilots but also providing planes and routes for them to fly and 
essential materials for training and operating. The weaknesses in American avia- 
tion are known. Let them be remedied. 


speaker of the evening. Mr. Wat- 
son is the assistant publisher of the 
Chicago Herald and Examiner, one 
of the newspapers in the great 
Hearst chain which has so mate- 
rially aided the pilots in presenting 
the public with the pilots’ view- 
point. 

It is also an established fact 
that the constructive aviation pol- 
icy as advocated by Mr. Hearst is 
a most beneficial one and the pilots 
in an official convention resolution 
concurred in Mr. Hearst’s opinion 


He told the Commission 


And developing aviation means not 





MEAD PRAISED 
BY AIR PILOTS 





ing American Airlines council 40;: pb osident Behncke Calls At- 


H. T. Musick representing Central | 


Airlines; H. F. «Cole representing | tention of ALPA Convention 


Hanford Airlines; V. L. Hoganson 
representing Pacific Seaboard Air- 
lines. With the exception of Wyo- 
ming Air Service, the pilots over 
the entire country were repre- 
sented. 

Besides regular sessions of the 
Convention, there were meetings 
of various committees to study the 
problems on which decisions were 
to be rendered by the Convention 
in session. This procedure was in- 
stituted to expedite the business of 
the Convention as it was impossible 
for all details of each problem to 
be taken up on the Convention 
floor. The recommended action of 
the committee on each item was 
presented to the Convention in the 
form of a resolution, and was 
either approved, disapproved, or 
altered by the Convention. The 
various committees were as fol- 
lows: Committee on Resolutions, 
Committee on Affiliates and Char- 
ters, Committee on Membership, 
Committee on By-Laws, Commit- 
tee on Seniority, and Committee 
on Finance and Insurance. 

This procedure of having com- 
mittees handle the items first and 
then having the various subjects 
taken up on the Convention floor 
at which time each delegatee had 
the opportunity to express 

(Continued on Page 5, Col. 4) 





to Congressman’s Record 





At the Second International 
Convention of the Air Line Pilots 
Association, President David L. 
Behncke read a letter addressed to 
the convention from Congressman 
James M. Mead, Chairman of the 
House Post Office and Post Roads 
Committee. Congressman Mead, 
always a firm friend of the Air 
Line Pilots Association, wished the 
pilots a most successful meeting. 
President Behncke, after reading 
the noted legislator’s letter to the 
delegates, took occasion to briefly 
review Congressman Mead’s his- 
tory and he emphasized the fact 
that Mr. Mead is one of the best 
friends that the airmen have in 
Washington. 

Support Mead 

Air line pilots throughout the 
nation are displaying a natural in- 
terest in the campaign in behalf of 
Hon. James M. Mead for Speaker 
of the House. 

Immediately following the de- 
mise of the former Speaker, Hon. 
Henry T. Rainey, various active or 
receptive candidates appeared. 
Among these are Representative 
Byrns, of Tennessee, floor leader 


his|in the last session; Re 


presentatives 


that the creation of a commercial 








air corps would have a distinct 
military value to the government. 
This resolution was passed unani- 
mously. Introducing Mr. Watson, 
President Behncke called attention 
to the Hearst program and stated 
that Mr. Hearst was without doubt 
the most substantial friend that 
the pilot had in the country and 
the presence of Mr. Watson was 


President Roosevelt Sends 
ALPA Convention Greetings 











President David L. Behncke wishes to express thanks and apprecia- 
tion of the Air Line Pilots Association to. its friends throughout the 
country who sent their felicitations to the Convention. 


most appreciated. At the con- 
The Air Line Pilots Association is especially honored with the re-| clusion of President Behncke’s talk 
ception of a telegram from Franklin D. Roosevelt, President of thet). pilot delegates, representing 
United States. The messages received were read at the banquet held| 5 oth North and South America, 
on the opening day of the convention and were enthusiastically re- ss: tin Mabie a thon aa 
ceived by the delegates. The AIR LINE PILOT is now honored in oe , & 
publishing them. on. 


Mr. Watson began his most in- 
THE EXECUTIVE OFFICE, POUGHKEEPSIE, N. Y. teresting speech with several hu- 
MR. DAVID L. BEHNC 


morous stories and then called the 
KE, pilots’ attention to the fact that 
AIR LINE PILOTS ASSOCIATION, 
CHICAGO, ILL. 


they are the ones who will advance 
aviation and they should at every 
RESIDENT ASKS ME TO EXPRESS HIS GREETINGS |°PPortunity make more friends for 
AND BEST WISHES TO YOU AND YOUR FELLOW MEMBERS |the industry, as they are the best 
STOP HE HOPES THAT YOUR CONVENTION WILL BE VERY |salesmen for a business which Mr. 
SUCCESSFUL AND RICH IN ACCOMPLISHMENT. 
STEPHEN EARLY, 


Watson described as “in its devel- 
ASSISTANT: SECRETARY TO THE PRESIDENT. 


opment one of the most danger- 
ous enterprises ever conceived.” 
NEW YORK, N. Y., OCT. 29, 1984 awe toseumensee Sa 
y N. Xe, . . there be some provision e 
REGRET EXCEEDINGLY IMPORTANT OFFICIAL DUTIES the way of ead ott dail ideation 
PREVENTED MY LEAVING NEW YORK CITY TO BE WITH YOU|¢o, pilots so that pilots’ widows 
TONIGHT STOP CONGRATULATIONS ON PROGRESS AND|.0\, Po oities may be protected and 
ACTIVITIES OF YOUR ORGANIZATION STOP THE PILOTS amili ah be P r 
THROUGH THEIR ORGANIZATION HAVE DISPLAYED VISION | that there would be something for 
AND UNDERSTANDING OF PROBLEMS OF INDUSTRY STOP|pilots also when they complete 
YOUR ORGANIZATION HAS BEEN A GREAT FACTOR IN THE |their flying days. Mr. Watson said 
DEVELOPMENT OF COMMERCIAL AVIATION STOP IN YOU|that he recently was talking to 
THE PEOPLE HAVE CONFIDENCE STOP SAFETY AND ACCU-| several prominent officials in Wash- 
RACY IS WHAT PEOPLE DEMAND IN AIR TRANSPORTATION |ington, whose names he was not 
AND THAT IS WHAT YOUR ORGANIZATION IS GIVING STOP] +” privilege to divulge, and that 
AIR TRANSPORTATION HAS NO PLACE FOR FLY BY NIGHT Sage : 
CONCERNS AND UNTRAINED INEXPERIENCED PILOTS STOP 
WE MUST DO ALL IN OUR POWER TO PROTECT PUBLIC 
AGAINST UNTRAINED INEXPERIENCED PERSONNEL. 
F. H. LA GUARDIA. pneneiens that such 
(Continued. on Page 3, Col. 3) (Continued on Page 8, Col. 1) 
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“Public safety calls for pilots of high character 
and great skill. The occupation is a hazardous 
one. Therefore, the law should provide for a method 
to fix maximum flying hours; minimum pay and a 
system for retirement or annuity benefits.”’ 

—President Roosevelt. 


MAKE U. S. FIRST IN AIR 


(Chicago Herald and Examiner, October 16, 1934.) 


Co-ordination of civil and military aviation has been 
urged before the aviation commission in Washington by 
David L. Behncke, president of the Air Line Pilots Asso- 
ciation. Behncke has a great reputation as an aviator and 
has had many years’ experience. 


Americans will do well to listen carefully to men like 
Behncke. They understand better than does the average 
citizen what can be done by a highly trained aviation 
fleet operating against us. They understand fully that in 
these modern days, where navies are supplemented by air 
forces, the interior sections of a country like ours are no 
longer any safer from air attack than our coasts are from 
naval attack. 

Many Americans have the idea that in the event of 
warfare we could build airplanes almost over night under 
the American system of mass production. 

Few people ever stop, however, to think of where the 
aviators are to come from. Fighting men of the air can- 
not be trained over night—in mass production style. Their 
training must cover a long period of time. They must be 
perfect in blind flying. You cannot hope to rely upon just 
the bravery of men willing to go up in the air and take 
their chances without proper training. They will be shot 
down by experienced foes like so many moths, if they lack 
training. 

Behncke declares that all the commercial pilots in the 
country will be necessary to the government in time of 
war, and he feels that they should all get two weeks’ army 
training annually so as to have complete co-operation be- 
tween the civil and military aviators. He also thinks that 
all, not merely some, of the airline pilots should have army 
commissions. 

He attacks the War Department policy under which 
the supply of gasoline and oil is held down to such an 
extent that most army fliers do not get more than a couple 
of hours of flying a month. He believes that the federal 
air corps forces must be kept in proper training at all 
times, particularly in night flying and blind flying. 

On the other hand, he does not believe that airmail 
pilots should be forced to fly too many hours a month, par- 
ticularly in a country where the trend is to spread employ- 
ment. He says that the air-mail pilot should not fly more 
than eighty-five hours a month and that there should be 
more of them developed. Behncke is, of course, 100 per 
cent right about this. 

He asks for federal insurance for the pilots, who now 
have to pay a much higher price for insurance than per- 
sons in other walks of life. 

In future warfare he sees the use of a “literal battle- 
ship of the air” and believes that we must do some inten- 
sive training of a very large number of pilots. 

There is no doubt that everything should be done to 
make the profession of aviation highly attractive, and to 
offset the risks grave thought should be given to the sug- 
gestion that the government provide some sort of retire- 
ment payment when aviators have finished their flying 
4 


ays. : 

Thinking Americans must begin to give our aviation 
problems a lot of thought. They must listen to the 
Behnckes, to the Lindberghs and the Rickenbackers. 
There is something important going on in the air that most 
of us do not realize. Other countries do realize it and 
they are themselves in every way to perfect great 
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De Witt Writes NOTE ‘On Fly’”’ 





Airman Pens Newsletter 


During Fast Flight 


BY PILOT AL DE WITT 
Ceuncil No. 6—AA 

As a general rule, I sleep when 
I dead-head. Today, however, the 
pilot happens to be Duncan Mc- 
Callum, our Council Chairman, and 
he reminded me that the news let- 
ter is due. With Mac working so 
hard in the interest of our asso- 
ciation, I hate to sleep and let an- 
other letter go by. 

Now that our Boston-Newark 
run has been extended to Wash- 
ington, Ralph DeVore and Mickey 
McQuire are flying the Washing- 
ton leg, and are living in Newark. 

Pie and Mrs. Pie Swanson, with 
their little cream puff, Carol, are 
back in Boston after a three weeks’ 
visit to their northern Wisconsin 
homes. Pie said he shot a little 
golf, a few ducks, but very little 
baloney. 

Chuck O’Connor is away at this 
time, having left no definite word 
of his palns. He mentioned an 
auto trip with the direction to be 
determined by a spin of the steer- 
ing wheel after leaving Newport. 

George Apitz has been assigned 
to the run between Newark and 
Buffalo, and Bill Shannon with 
Jimmy Boyd have moved to Buf- 
falo and fly the opposite way, with 
Ham Smith and Allen as their co- 
pilots. 





Huber Transferred 


We hear that Johnny Huber, 
who left Boston a couple months 
ago, is flying between Chicago and 
Buffalo. Fred Clarke is on John- 
ny’s former Boston to Albany 
route. Under the tutorship of Ray 
Jones, we expect Freddy to be- 
come an expert at throwing horse- 
shoes. 

In their spare time the pilots at 
Newark are brushing up on their 
beam work in the hooded Stear- 
man under the direction of Karl 
Day, who gave many of the fel- 
lows their S. A. T. R. instruction. 
Here is a swell chance to make a 
pun about groping about until they 
saw Day, but I won’t do it. 

Speaking of puns, we have a big 
opportunity in one of our new co- 
pilots. He must be bored at hear- 
ing attempted wise-cracks, but I 
still get a laugh when he is dis- 
patched on a trip with one of our 
stewardesses, Bell. His name is 
Dum. 

Jap Lee is in Boston doing vaca- 
tion relief, but will return to \New- 
ark after my two weeks’ leave. He 
may like it here, but he has be- 
seeched me not to be gone long. 

Sam Ross, stationed as co-pilot 
in Boston, has firmly established 
himself in good old New England, 
where they assume he is Betsy’s 
brother. 

Clarence Harmon and Dave 
Cooper are the other co-pilots here. 
Clarence chanced to move into a 
neighborhood of sailing salts. He 
now rows his own. 


Finishes Letter 


Prince Hamer and Pop Warner 
live in Newark, and when they 
aren’t flying a trip they act as co- 
pilots on any of the Condor runs. 

Phil Reynolds, Auggie Keim, 
0. J. Brown, and Sandy Under- 
wood are the other fellows flying 
at this moment as co-pilots from 
Newark. 


Sidney Cripps tears between Al- 
bany and Montreal in a new Vul- 
tee, all metal monoplane. These 
men with the broad A’s surely go 
in for speed, eh what. 





Dean Smith, Ralph Dodson, and 
Johnny Deater are flying the mid- 
night sleepers from Newark to 
Buffalo, and so how can we expect 
to have news from them when all 
their activities are kept in the 
dark. 

I heard a good story involving 
Wynn Bradford and Tommy 
Claude, but I think it would show 
up better in “Ballyhoo”. 

When George McCabe and Ray 
Wonsey were cancelled one bad 
day at Boston, I took them out to 
play golf. A light drizzle changed 
into a downpour. Their pants and 
shoes took on helical curves, and 
when we finally swished home, the 
Lord only knew us. Now they 
both have invited me to visit them 
when I’m stuck at Newark. I don’t 
like the look in their eye, and I 
don’t carry extra pants. 

Well, the ship is gliding into 
Newark now, so I’ll shut off too, 
hoping for another chance next 
month on a dead-head trip. 


Hoganson Will Be . 
PSA Delegate 


BY PILOT W. J. FRY 
Council No. 48—PSA 
The chief recreational interest 
of the pilots in this area seems to 
be towards guns, bird dogs, squir- 
rel, quail, duck and deer. (Pilot 
Taff says add bears; he kills them 
with a pocket knife.) 
Many of us are already making 
plans to welcome the ducks down 








south. Several squirrel hunts 
nave been quite successful. 
The main _ interest centers 


around one of the greatest of 
sports, watching two or three fine 
setters or pointers work in fields 
where there is to be found that 
popular and fascinating bird, ‘“Bob 
White,” or “Quail”. 

With all due respect to the state 
of Mississippi, many of us can say 
that, to us, its greatest attraction 
is its fine and famous quail shoot- 
ing country. 

Elect Delegate 

As winter comes we look for- 
ward to those many happy and 
pleasant days that will be spent in 
the field with “Dog and Gun”. 

I read with interest Pilot In- 
gram’s report on his “tennis team’’. 
“Jim,” we are forced to retain 
many .of the same ideas that you 
have towards tennis. These are 
vividly brought to mind when see- 
ing the “real” players perform. 

To enjoy the game most we are 
forced to forget that such men as 
Tilden, Allison, Crawford, and 
Shields exist. 

Here in Memphis we use the ten- 
nis courts from time to time. We 
would like to match our lack of 
true tennis playing with your best 
product from the West Coast. 
Send them out any time. 

By the way, “Jim”, Johnny Mar- 
tin, “Hap” Russel and the boys 
have not been fishing lately, have 
they? Their last fishing trip a few 
years ago should suffice for a dec- 
ade, at least. 

We are looking forward with a 
great deal of interest to our con- 
vention in Chicago in a few days. 
I wish it were possible for 
attend as it would be a real 





wishes for a fine and successful 
(Continued on 4, Col. 8) 
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MARCH 38, 19338 
Of Air Line Pilot, published monthly 
at Chicago, Illinois, for October, 1934. 
State of Illinois, County of ’ 
Before me, a N Public in and 
for the State and county aforesaid, 
rsonally ap) Maurice A. Rod- 
y, who, ha’ m duly sworn ac- 
cording to law, deposes and says that 
he is the editor of the Air Line Pilot 
and that the following is, to the best 
of his knowledge and belief, a true 
statement of the ownership, manage- 
ment (and if a daily paper, the cir. 
culation), etc., of the aforesaid pub- 
lication for the date shown in the 
above caption, required by the Act of 


August 24, 1912, embodied in section 
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holding one per cent or more of total 
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of the individual owners must be 
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company but also, in cases where the 
stockholder or securit: 
pears upon the books of 
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the company 
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(Continued on Page 3, Col. 5) 
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Letters and Telegrams Sent 
ALPA by Noted People 
Throughout Nation 
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be retired airline pilots. This state- 
ment met with applause of the 
delegates. 

The speaker also told of a dis- 
cussion concerning the qualifica- 
tions of pilots, and how when he 
was informed that manufacturing 
plants now in operation in this 
country could turn out on quick 
notice hundreds of planes, he in- 
quired, ‘‘Well, who is going to turn 
out the pilots?” 

From such study as he has made 
of the pilots’ profession he has 
reached the opinion that in order 
to obtain, say 20,000 expert pilots, 
it would be necessary to put into 
training 100,000, so that out of 
this number there might be devel- 
oped a group that would pass the 
rigid requirements. necessary for 
expert flying. 

Mr. Watson has been a close 
observer of American aviation and 
1s City Editor of the New York 
Journal, he assigned a reporter to 
cover the original flight of the 
Wright brothers which was man’s 
triumph over a new element. From 
those short flights, American Com- 
mercial Aviation has now grown 
to scheduled trans-oceanic flights, 
a subject which was discussed: at 
the convention, and despite avia- 
tion’s rapid strides, Mr. Watson 
said that the airplane was really 
at the beginning of its era, and 
that a glorious future is ahead. 
He said also that he felt that in 
the future official Washington will 
lend a much more attentive ear to 
the pilots’ problems. He concluded 
by telling the assembled delegates 
that they had a true friend in Mr. 
William Randolph Hearst, the dis- 
tinguished American publisher. Mr. 
Watson concluded his speech amid 
the warm and most sincere ap- 
plause of the delegate pilots. 

Following Mr. Watson’s speech, 
Mr. Lionel G. Thorsness, attorney 
for the association, spoke to the 
pilots, reviewing the history of A. 
L. P. A. and some of its present 
problems. 

Letters, telegrams, radiograms 
and telephone calls were received 
from all over the country and re- 
layed to the convention. The con- 
vention has voted to send letters 
of appreciation to A. L. P. A.’s 
distinguished friends. Copies of 
these messages appear elsewhere in 
the AIR LINE PILOT. 

In the November issue of the 
AIR LINE PILOT will appear com- 
plete stories detailing the events 
of the convention which was a 
most successful meeting, promising 
‘a much better future for the pilot- 
ing profession. 

The following resolutions have 
been presented and passed by the 
Resolutions Committee of which 
Pilot Homer Cole, Secretary of the 
Air Line Pilots Association, is 
chairman: 
Enforcement of Laws Protecting 

Pilots 

RESOLVED THAT the present 
air mail laws, as they affect pilots) 
be rigidly enforced on all air line 
operating companies because it was 
unquestionably the specific inten- 
tion and purpose of the law-makers 
in Congress that these sections of 
law protecting pilots be enforced. 
Government Sponsorship of Pilots 

by Legislation and Regulations 

RESOLVED THAT in view of 
the vast potential value of the Air 
Line Pilots to the Government in 
time of national emergency, it is 
felt that the Government should 
sponsor and protect the Air Line 
Pilots by proper regulation and 





VICTOR WATSON 








trained group of pilots, for the 
security of the nation in case of 
necessity. 

Copilots’ Flight Time 
RESOLVED THAT the regula- 
tions governing copilots’ fiying 
hours be the same as those govern- 
ing first pilots’ flying hours. 

Flying Time 
RESOLVED THAT the Air Line 
Pilots Association go on record as 
favoring that the Labor Board de- 
cision of 85 hours per month be 
enforced and that the hours be re- 
duced commensurate with in- 
creased speeds in the future. 
Action by Federal Aviation 

Commission for Permanent 

Legislation 
RESOLVED THAT the Air Line 
Pilots Association request the Fed- 
eral Aviation Commission to recom- 
mend compliance with the decision 
of the National Labor Board gov- 
erning pilots’ and copilots’ work- 
ing conditions and pay, and that 
all features of the Board’s decision 
which are already recognized in 
present legislation should be en- 
larged upon and placed in perma- 
nent legislation and regulations in 
the forthcoming Congress. 
Annuities and Retirement Benefits 

for Air Pilots 
RESOLVED THAT due to the 
rigid mental and physical require- 
ments and years of experience re- 
quired to fulfill the duties of an air 
line pilot, and the fact that he must 
retire early in life, and in view of 
our inestimable value in the event 
of national emergency, the Gov- 
ernment should immediately put 
into effect laws providing annuities 
or retirement benefits for the Air 
Line Pilots. 

License by Department of 
Commerce for Instrument 
Repairmen 
RESOLVED THAT instrument 
maintenance men be required to 
obtain a license and that instru- 
ment maintenance be more closely 
supervised by the Bureau of Air 

Commerce. 

Military Policy 
RESOLVED THAT The Air Line 
Pilots Association recommends that 
recognition be given it by the Gov- 
ernment as a reserve air unit. Due 
to their continuous training in the 
most advanced phase of flying, es- 
pecially night, instrument and bad 
weather, the ion believes 
it embodies one of the greatest 
potential factors the Government 
could use in case of a national 
emergency. 
Acknowledgement of Congratula- 


ters write an appropriate letter of 
acknowledgement of the receipt by 
the Convention in session of the 
numerous wires and letters from 
the Association’s 


The Federal Aviation Commission 
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CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 











JAMES M. MEAD 
42d Dist., New York 


Mr. David L. Behncke, 

Air Line Pilots Association, 
3145 West 63d Street, 
Chicago, Illinois. 

Dear Friend: 


October 23, 1934. 


I understand that the Second International Convention of the Air Line 
Pilots Association will be held in Chicago next Monday. I hope your con- 
vention will be most successful, and desire to express my best wishes to all 
members of your association. 
With warm regards to you personally, I am 
Sincerely yours, 
/s/ JIM MEAD. 


OFFICE OF THE POSTMASTER GENERAL 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 


Mr. David L. Behncke, President, 
Air Line Pilots Association, 

8145 West 63d Street, 

Chicago, Illinois, 


My dear Mr. Behncke: 
I will greatly appreciate it if you will convey to those attending the 
Second International Convention of the Air Line Pilots Association my wish 
that their deliberations may result in constructive action which will be of 
benefit not only to the air line pilots themselves but to the development of 
aviation in general. 

I fully realize the important part which the pilots play in the successful 
operations of our air transport lines and I have been most favorably im- 
pressed with the high class of men who are employed in the responsible 
positions of pilots on these lines. 


October 25, 1934. 


Sincerely yours, 
/s/ JAMES A. FARLEY, 
Postmaster 


SECOND ASSISTANT POSTMASTER GENERAL 
WASHINGTON 


Mr. David L. Behncke, President, 

Air Line Pilots Association, 

3145 West 63d Street, 

Chicago, Illinois. 

My dear Mr. Behncke: 

Please express to the Second International Convention of the Air Line 
Pilots Association my sincere wish that the Convention will be a fruitful 
one. 

A large percentage of the members of your Association are pilots upon 
planes carrying the United States mail. They have made and are a 
most enviable record and one which sets an example for the air line pilots 
of other countries. 

It has been my privilege to ride with quite a number of air line pilots 
and I have noted with great satisfaction the splendid type of men who 
handle the controls. Every one recognizes that thousands of individuals are 
entrusting their safety and their lives to the pilots and that to them is also 
entrusted much valuable mail and express. Along with better airplanes and 
improved safety devices must go improved standards as to training qualifi- 
cations and experience of pilots 


Sincerel: yours, 
s /s/ HARLLEE BRANCH, 
Second Assistant Postmaster 


WASHINGTON, D. C., OCTOBER 30, 1934. 
I WANT TO THANK THE AIR LINE PILOTS ASSOCIATION 
NOW IN CONVENTION AT CHICAGO FOR THE WHOLE- 
HEARTED CO-OPERATION WHICH IT HAS GIVEN THE 
BUREAU OF AIR COMMERCE IN ALL ITS WORK STOP WE 
PARTICULARLY APPRECIATE YOUR CONSTRUCTIVE COM- 
MENTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS OF NEW AIR LINE REGULA- 
TIONS STOP WE NOW ASK YOUR CONTINUED WHOLE- 
HEARTED SUPPORT IN GIVING IT A FAIR TRIAL DURING THE 
YEAR SO THAT NEXT YEAR WE CAN AGAIN HAVE BENEFIT 
OF YOUR EXPERIENCE IN MAKING NECESSARY CHANGES OR 


ADDITIONS. 
re: EUGENE L. VIDAL, 
DIRECTOR AIR COMMERCE. 


ELMIRA, N. Y., OCT. 25, 1934. 
TO YOU ASSEMBLED AT THE SECOND INTERNATIONAL 
CONVENTION OF THE AIR LINE PILOTS ASSOCIATION I SEND 
MY SINCERE GOOD WISHES FOR A HIGHLY CONSTRUCTIVE 
AND BENEFICIAL CONFERENCE STOP I WISH TO COMPLI- 
MENT YOU WHOSE SUPERIOR SKILL AND COURAGE SAFE- 
OF PASSENGERS THROUGHOUT THE 

WORLD AND 


RECORD AND ACHIEVEMENTS STOP MAY YOU CONTINUE 

YOUR WORK INTREPIDLY a AND EX- 
REAT 

On ene a ROBERT F. WAGNER. 


WASHINGTON, D. C., OCT. 23, 1934. 


THAT THE 


October 25, 1934. 


MEAD PRAISED 
BY AIR PILOTS 


(Continued from Page 1) 
Bankhead and McDuffie, of Ala- 
bama; Rayburn, of Texas; Sabath, 
of Illinois; Crosser, of Ohio, and 
others. The northern and western 
Democrats and the numerous 
friends of Congressman Mead in 
other sections of the country at 
the same time advanced his name. 
So insistent did this demand be- 
come that a formal announcement 
was made by “Jim’s” colleague, 
Congressman A. F. Beiter, of Buf- 
falo. 


Congressman Beiter said, in this 
formal statement, that “Congress- 


man Mead would ideally fit the 
situation for Speaker. 


“He is a pronounced liberal but 
not an extremist. He is firm in 
his convictions but not a quibbler 
in matters where there is a differ- 
ence of opinion. 


5 Fine, Leader 

“He is industrious and aggres- 
sive, and has been one of the lead- 
ers of the House, active in debate 
and highly intelligent. -He was a 
consistent wet in Congress when it 
was not popular to be a wet. His 
persistent advocacy of modifica- 
tion and repeal iis only one indica- 
tion of his. sound political fore- 
sight and judgment. He has a 
personality that has endeared him 
to members of the House. There 
would be confidence in his leader- 
ship. 
“With Mead in the Speaker’s 
chair, the administration would be 
assured of loyal, courageous, and 
sane support. 
“New York State has had only 
one of its citizens in the Speaker’s 
chair since the close of the Civil 
War, and he, T. M. Pomeroy, of 
Auburn, served but one day, suc- 
ceeding Schuyler Colfax on March 
3, 1869, when that gentleman re- 
signed to become Vice President.” 


Saves Plane 


Newark, N. J., Nov. 4.—A trans- 
port plane, disabled shortly after 
the take-off at the Newark Airport 
today, circled over the field for 
forty minutes in a futile effort to 
dislodge its retractable landing 
gear and then landed without inci- 
dent while fire apparatus and am- 
bulances followed in its wake along 
the runway. 

The plane, with seven passengers 
and a crew of three, took off at 
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legislation, in order to develop and 
maintain the highest possible 


THE FEDERAL AVIATION | COMMISSION HOPES AT THE |relation, the name of the or 
CESSFUL CONFERENCE AND WILL FORMULATE AND CARRY acting. is given; also that the said 
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WASHINGTON, D. C., OCT. 28, 1984. __ |holders and security holders whe do 

BEST WISHES FOR A MOST SUCCESSFUL MEETING OF |2et appear upon necks of the 
THE MEN WHO AS THE AIR LINE PILOTS ARE | Compeer Ae tresteas, = 
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A COLUMN 


1934 CONVENTION 


The second International Convention of the Air Line Pilots Asso- 
ciation is at hand and delegate pilots representing all of the major air 
lines operating in North and South America are arranging for the big 


event. 

Since the last meeting of the Air Line Pilots there has been con- 
siderable aviation history and it is with much pride that ALPA points 
to its accomplishments d the arduous period recently faced by 
President Behncke and Mr. Edward G. n. 

Due to the sincere and honest efforts of both of these men, protec- 
tive legislation has been enacted in the interests of the Air Line Pilots 
and there is no doubt that these capable leaders will accomplish more 
during the coming year. 


+ 











AIR CHECK 


Aerial photography has been found to be the best method 
and the cheapest to check wheat production control measures in- 
stituted in the States of Washington and Oregon by the AAA. 
Survey of the planting condition from the air has been found to 
cost only about one-third as much as similar checking by surface 
transportation and at the same time to be more accurate and 
effective. 





NEW AIR STAR 


A new and gracious star of the skies has been discovered in the 
person of Mrs. Maxine Howard, 22 year old aviatrix and wife of 
Benny Howard, noted racing pilot and speed plane designer. Benny 
is also one of the crack pilots flying for the United Airlines and he 
is also Mrs. Howard’s aerial instructor. 

Recently Mrs. Howard started out to hang up some new trans- 
continental air marks. 





OLDEST FLIER 


From Butte, Mont., comes word that Charles Dickinson, who is 
77 and Chicago’s oldest aeronaut, plans a trans-Pacific flight from 
Seattle to Manchukuo. Mr. Dickinson said he would make the 
flight in a powerful twin-motored monoplane, the building of 
which he has ordered. 








ADD PRAYER 


The house of bishops of the Protestant Episcopal Church today 
amended the prayer for the safety of travelers to include those who 
travel by air. e prayer in its present form asks divine protection | 
enly for travelers by land and sea. 





CANADIAN PORT 


According to a tentative agreement, Canada will permit the 
United Statec to construct an airport on the northern coast of 
British Columbia in connection with an air service to Alaska and 
Asia. Pan-American Airways will probably build the airport. 

Use of airports will be permitted the United States in Sas- 
katchewan, Alberta and British Columbia in connection with 
Alaskan-Asiatic service. 





ELECT McADOO 


Senator William McAdoo, California Democrat, today was unan- 
imously elected president of the National Aeronautic Association. 
Maj. James H. Doolittle, former army racing flier, was elected vice- 
president, and Mrs. Louise Thaden, former holder of the world’s air- 
plane endurance record for women, secretary. 





WIN BIG RACE 
Pilots C. W. A. Scott and T. Campbell Black of Great Britain 


were the winners of the England-Australia Air Race which was 
considered the greatest aviation contest in history. 

It is a 11,000 mile grind and the two British pilots literally 
blasted all England to Australia records even before reaching Mel- 

urne. 

This is the third time Scott has flown from England to Aus- 
tralia, each time breaking the existing record. 

Scott also piloted the Prince of Wales while the latter was 
hunting in East Africa. 

Finishing second were the Dutch crew of K. D. Parmentier, 
J. J. Moll and C. Van Brugge. 

Next came the American team, Col. Roscoe Turner and Clyde 
Pangborn. 

Tragedy entered the air race when two British entrants were 
burned to death in a crash in the Neapolitan Apennines. Flying 
Officer H. D. Gilman and J. Y. C. Baines, co-pilot, Sussex men fly- 
ing a British Fairey Fox machine, fell from a height of 1,500 
yards in the hilly neighborhood not long after taking off from 
Rome, far behind the leaders in the race. 





RICK AND SNYDER 


Our old friends, Rick and Snyder, have opened an engagement in 
the remodeled and newly decorated Via Lago and there is no doubt 
but that they will be singing there all winter as they constitute the 
best singing team since the days of Van and Schenk. 

Both Rick and Snyder are air enthusiasts and when not out at 
some golf course they will be found at the airports. A few more 
entertainers of the excellence of Rick and Snyder would mean that 
there never would be a depression in show business. 





OCEAN TRAVEL 


Passenger transportation by plane and airship from San Fran- 
cisco via New York to m in a little i 
not only “certainly feasi 
eral Aviation Commission was told recently by 

Charles E. Rosendahl, the navy’s best-known lighter-than-air 
expert. 





WANT BASES 


Creation of a series of great defense bases at strategic points 
over the country and its possessions, designed to make the American 
frontier in against aerial attack, was proposed to the Federal 
ae y ilk yet. oubaitted 

m comprehensive p! yet submi was presented b 
Representative Mark Wilcox (Dem., | - He recommended the 
establishment of three large bases on each coast and one each in Pan- 
ama, Porto Rico, Hawaii, and Alaska. By way of reinforcement, he 
suggested ten interior bases as a secondary defense line. ~ 


;arrangements for council repre- 


News Notes From 
The Councils 
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Rentz Tells of 
AA Pilots and News 


BY PILOT BOB RENTZ 
Council No. 39—AA 

Reorganization of the Chicago 
Council American Airlines, as 
every air mail operator has had to 
make certain changes in location 
of operations personnel, Sept. 1st, 
1934, found American Airlines 
council members greatly scattered, 
it became necessary to have some 
idea as to where each and every 
member really belonged. With 
that idea in mind a representative 
group of the American Airlines 
pilots now based in Chicago held a 
meeting at headquarters about the 
middle of September. 

At this meeting Pilot Doc Ator 
was assigned the duties of Chair- 
man. The next meeting, held at 
Ators’ residence on Oct. ist, we 
enjoyed a turnout that I do not 
think has been equalled, indicating 
that interest is not lacking. Coun- 
cil business was completed and 
many items that directly concern 
the pilots were discussed. These 
were brought to the attention of 
American Airlines by the efficient 
efforts of Chairman Ator and acted | 
on very favorably by American! 
Airlines. 

The last meeting, on Oct. 14, 
was held at the Pilots’ Room in the 
American Airlines hangar, where 








sentation at the convention were 
completed and plans for another 
meeting just prior to convention 
were arranged. 

Join Reserve 

Information has just been re- 
ceived that the Army Air Corps 
Reserve have three additional ex- 
cellent pilots that are members of 
the Chicago council. The new 
lieutenants are Roy Patterson, 
Clyde McCall, and Lloyd Blom- 
gren. This is the direct result of 
the Association’s suggestion and 
encouragement. 

The Mexican Delegates of the 
American Airlines Chicago coun- 
cil, consisting of Chairman Ator, 
Joe Hammer, Walter Hunter, 
along with Cy Bittner and Joe 
Westover, departed immediately 
after the last meeting for a two 
weeks big game hunt in Mexico. 

They departed in one of the 
Sales Dept. Stinsons, Model T. 
That was arranged for through the 
hearty co-operation of Earl Ward, 
Superintendent of Operations. 
Knowing that it would be impos- 
sible for such a number to secure 
transportation on the regular run 
to El Paso, Tex., Mr. Ward over- 
came the necessary obstacles and 
placed the Stinson at their disposal. 

They all said it was a big game 
hunt, but from the array of ord- 
nance that was collected just prior 
to departure one surely would 
think they had ambitions of a new 
revolution in mind. 

We have all been greatly inter- 
ested as to just what transpired 
on the trip and have come to the 
conclusion that Frank Buck’s Wild 
Cargo is a Sunday school in com- 
parison with that group. 

Vultee Pleases 

Test Pilot Bill Lester is out on 
the West Coast to ferry one of the 
new Douglas planes for use on the 
American Air Lines system. 

Pilots Dinty Moore and John 
Huber are now based in Chicago, 
being transferred from Eastern 
stations. Of course we all know 
John Huber just has to live in Chi- 
cago and everyone is glad he is 
back again. 

The new Vultees on the Chi- 
eago-Fort Worth and Chicago-Cin- 
cinnati routes indicate that the 
public desires speed and comfort. 


New Head 


C. R. Smith, vice-president in 
charge of the southern division, 
has been elected president of the 
American Airlines, it was an- 
nounced Oct. 27. Member of the 
aviation firm for seven years, he 
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SINCEREST GREETINGS FOR A FRUITFUL AND HEARTENING 
CONVENTION IN THE FACE OF DIFFICULTIES WHICH HAVE 
BEEN COMPLICATED BY SHORTSIGHTEDNESS OF EMPLOY. 
ERS AND INERTIA OF GOVERNMENTAL REGULATORY AGEN. 
CIES STOP I DESIRE VERY MUCH TO CONFER WITH YOU OR 
YOUR ASSOCIATES TO SEE WHAT CAN BE DONE TO MAKE 
EXECUTIVES UNDERSTAND THAT INTELLIGENT LONG TIME 
POLICY DEMANDS FULLEST CONSIDERATION OF THE MOD. 
EST REQUESTS AND DEMANDS WHICH YOUR ORGANIZATION 
MAKES STOP AS ALWAYS YOU MAY DEPEND UPON ME FOR 
ANY AND EVERY ASSISTANCE STOP I CAN MAKE THIS A 
BLANK CHECK BECAUSE YOU HAVE NEVER YET ASKED ME 
FOR ANYTHING UNREASONABLE OR UNFAIR STOP ALL GOOD 
WISHES AND HEADS UP. 
PAUL JOHN KVALE, M. C. 


WASHINGTON, D. C., OCT. 28, 1934. 
I EXTEND FRATERNAL GREETINGS AND PERSONAL 
FELICITATIONS TO OFFICERS AND DELEGATES IN ATTEND. 
ANCE AT CONVENTION AIR LINE PILOTS ASSOCIATION 
STOP I EXPRESS THE HOPE THAT YOU MAY HOLD A MOST 
PROFITABLE AND SUCCESSFUL CONVENTION STOP PLEASE 
BE ASSURED OF MY DEEP INTEREST IN ALL THE ECONOMIC 
AND INDUSTRIAL PROBLEMS WHICH WILL BE CONSIDERED 
BY YOUR CONVENTION AND IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF SOLI.- 
DARITY AND CO-OPERATION IN YOUR ORGANIZATION STOP 
WILLIAM GREEN. 


OLYMPIA, WASHINGTON, OCT. 29, 1934. 


PLEASE EXTEND MY GREETINGS AND COMPLIMENTS TO 
THE CONVENTION OF AIR MAIL PILOTS. CONTINUED SUC- 
CESS OF THE AIR MAIL DEPENDS ON THE PILOTS AND I 


| TRUST YOUR MEETING SUCCEEDS IN WORKING OUT A PRO- 


GRAM TO FURTHER STRENGTHEN AND POPULARIZE THIS 
IMPORTANT BRANCH OF THE PUBLIC SERVICE. MY BEST 
WISHES TO YOU AND THE BOYS. 

CLARENCE D. MARTIN, 
GOVERNOR OF WASHINGTON. 


JACKSONVILLE, FLA., OCT. 27, 1934. 


MAY I BE PERMITTED TO EXTEND GREETINGS TO THE 
SECOND INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION OF AIR LINE PILOTS 
ASSOCIATION STOP THE VALUED OPPORTUNITY OF A PER- 
SONAL CONTACT WITH MANY OF THE MEMBERS HAS BEEN 
A RARE AND CHERISHED PRIVILEGE STOP MAY YOUR DE- 
LIBERATIONS BE REWARDED BY FURTHER CONSTRUCTIVE 
EFFORT IN MORE WONDERFULLY PERFECTING FLYING IN 
THE END THAT AIR TRANSPORTATION WILL CONTINUE TO 
BE THE SAFEST AND MOST SATISFACTORY MEANS OF 
TRANSPORTATION STOP THOSE OF YOUR PROFESSION WHO 
HAVE TRADITIONALLY GIVEN UP LIFE ITSELF THAT PROG- 
RESS MIGHT MARCH FORWARD WITHOUT RETARDATION 
DID NOT DIE IN VAIN FOR THOSE OF YOU WHO REMAIN 
ARE RESOLUTE IN A LOYAL DETERMINATION THAT THE 
NATION’S SYSTEM OF AIR TRAVEL WILL MEASURE UP TO 
THE HIGHEST POSSIBLE STANDARD OF SAFETY, SECURITY, 
AND PARTICULARLY AN UNSELFISH ECONOMY COUPLED 
WITH A FAIR AND EQUITABLE DISTRIBUTION OF EARNINGS 
TO OWNER AND EMPLOYE STOP MAY A _ PROTECTING 
INFLUENCE FOREVER HOVER OVER ALL OF YOU STOP TO 
YOU MISTER PRESIDENT I EXTEND A SALUTE AND COM- 
MEND YOUR SUCCESSFUL LEADERSHIP THROUGH TURBU- 
LENT TIMES INTO WHAT I HOPE WILL BE A HAVEN OF 
PLACID WATERS AND CALM BREEZES. IF IN MY FEEBLE 
WAY IT CAN BE MY HAPPY LOT TO MEDICALLY PLEAD 
YOUR CAUSES AND PROTECT YOUR INTERESTS I SHALL 
FEEL THE PLEASURABLE ANTICIPATION INCIDENT TO ES- 
POUSING THE MOST WORTHY CAUSE OF MY PROFESSIONAL 
CAREER. GOD BLESS. YOU ALL. 


DOCTOR RALPH GREENE. 


COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA 
GOVERNOR’S OFFICE 
HARRISBURG 

THE GOVERNOR 


Mr. M. A. Roddy, 
3145 West Sixty-third Street, 
Chicago, Illinois. 


October 8, 1934. 


Dear Mr. Roddy: ” 

I am glad to hear of the meeting of the Air Line Pilots Association in 
Chicago beginning October 29th. 

I certainly wish I could qualify to attend as a delegate, but my piloting 
is only in the student stage. I envy men whose skill in the air is as great 
as that of your members. 


Please give my heartiest wishes for a successful meeting and for a real 
future of accomplishment for the Air Line Pilots Association. 
With all good wishes from a would-be pilot to real pilots. 
Sincerely yours, 
/s/ CLIFFORD PINCHOT. 


(Continued on Page 5, Col. 2) 


MAKE U.S.FIRST IN AIR | 


(Continued from Page 2) 


Americans must not make the unthinkable mistake of 
failing at least to keep on a par with other important 
nations. 


And above all, we must not forget the philosophy that, 
regardless of the number of airplanes that we may have 
in the military and naval service, we must have a terrific 
force of able aviators ready to man the warplanes we will 
have to start manufacturing in a hurry when the time 
comes. 


The citizens of the mid-continent must interest them- 
selves in aviation just as much as the citizens of the sea 
coasts, for it has been proved that foreign air fleets can 
fly over the Mississippi Valley. 

Therefore very definite air defenses with plenty of well 
trained pilots must be developed for the interior states. 
This is not merely the business of the sea coast citizens. It 














succeeds Lester D. Seymour, re- 





—M. A. RODDY. 


signed. 


is now the very important business of the citizens of all 
\ the interior states as well. 
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VIOLATORS AIR 
MAIL LAW 


List Violators of Air Mail 
Law; Majority of Com- 
panies Obey Act 








BY DAVID L. BEHNCKE 


It is felt that many of our mem- 
bers are interested to know exact- 
ly what is happening as far as en- 
forcement of the new air mail law, 
S. 3170, is concerned. There is 
little time left before this paper 
must go to press, and I have been 
unable to do very much writing for 
the AIR LINE PILOT in view of 
so much time being taken up by 
the Convention and _ hearings. 
Therefore, I will try to cover as 
quickly as possible and in as few 
words as possible just what has 
happened in this matteer. 

The following companies are in 
violation of the new air mail law: 

Braniff Airways, Inc. 

Central Airlines. 

Delta Air Corporation. 

Long & Harman. 

Pacific Seaboard Air Lines, Ine. 

These companies represent about 
10 per cent of the total mileage in 
the United States. An analysis of 
this shows that the companies that 
handle 90 per cent of the air mail 
mileage in this country are paying 
the Labor Board scale and that 
only 10 per cent are in violation. 


Rush of Work 

Due to rush of business, we have 
not had sufficient time at Head- 
quarters to accomplish all the work 
that has been pouring in. We 
have been unable to file petitions 
in all of the cases where violation 
of the air mail law has been re- 
ported. However, we did file a pe- 
tition in the case of Long & Har- 
man, which was one of the earliest 
and most severe violators, because 
they fired several of their pilots 
who would not become a par- 
ty with them by various means 
in evading the new air mail law. 
However, the petitions will be 
shortly filed in the cases of all the 
other violators. 

This Long & Harman case has 
involved the expenditure of con- 
siderable money and a great deal 
of effort and has necessitated con- 
ducting hearings in two quarters. 
The Post Office Solicitor conducted 
the cancellation hearing, which 
was held in Washington, beginning 
October 25 and lasted until noon 
of the 27th. An additional twelve 
days was given to file briefs, after 
which time the Post Office Solicit- 
or, Karl Crowley, will make the de- 
cision. This hearing in Washing- 
ton was a very strenuously con- 
tested affair from both sides and 
everyone connected with it was 
very tired when it was over. I 
was in attendance personally, rep- 
resenting the pilots, and I can 
truthfully say I’ve never sat 
through a more nerve-racking and 
tiring hearing. It was largely a 
matter of cross-examination and 
re-cross-examination of the various 
witnesses. However, it is felt that 
the pilots put up a good case and 
we are hopeful of the outcome. 
The position that we take is that 
the law should be adhered to as 
written. "i 

Pilots Reinstated 

The Labor Board case in Texas, 
which involved hearings of the 
cases of the pilots that were ac- 
tually discharged, was set for Oct. 
20, 1934, but it was’ postponed 
to the first of November and was 
held on that date. The decision in 
this case was won by the pilots 
with the exception that one of the 
pilots involved was not reinstateed 
because the Board ruled that it 
would not be to the best interest of 
the pilot or the company to take 
him back. However, the Board did 
rule that he should be paid for one 
hundred hours of flying. The 
other two were reinstated. It was 
pointed out in the Regional Labor 
Board decision that the company 
had interfered with the attempts of 
the pilots to bargain collectively. A 
copy of this decision will in all 
probability be mailed to the mem- 
bership as soon as copies are avail- 
able. * 





; desire to extend my cordial good wishes to the members of the association 


President Roosevelt Sends 
ALPA Convention Greetings 











(Continued from Page 4) 


TENNESSEE 
EXECUTIVE CHAMBER 
NASHVILLE 
HILL McALISTER 

GOVERNOR 


Air Line Pilots Association, 
3145 West 63rd Street, 
Chicago, Illinois. 
Gentlemen :— 


October 15, 1934. 


It gives me very great pleasure to congratulate your association on the 
occasion of your second international convention, which is to be held on 
October 29th. I am sure that your deliberations will result in benefit to the 


great science which is now exerting such a tremendous on ci 
nations throughout the world. I join with your many friends in wishing 
for you a harmonious session. 
Yours truly, 
/s/ HILL McALISTER, 
Governor. 


STATE OF GEORGIA 
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT 
ATLANTA 
EUGENE TALMADGE 

GOVERNOR 


Mr. David L. Behncke, President, 
Air Line Pilots Association, 

3145 ‘West Sixty-third Street, 
Chicago. 


My dear Mr. Behncke :— 

Greetings and all good wishes to you and the Association gathered in 
Convention there in Chicago. 

My admiration and esteem tor you men who carry our mail through the 
air, facing dangers constantly but carrying on bravely and staunchly, is 
unbounded. 

I hope you will have a great meeting in Chicago. 

With my best regards to each member present, I am 

Sincerely yours, 
/3/ EUGENE TALMADGE, 
Governor. 


October 24, 1934. 


THE STATE OF TEXAS 
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT 
AUSTIN 


MIRIAM A. FERGUSON 
GOVERNOR 


October 11, 1934, 
Mr. David L. Behncke, President, 
Air Line Pilots Association, 
3145 West Sixty-third Street, 
Chicago, Illinois. 


My dear Mr. Behncke: 
It has been called to my attention that the Air Line Pilots Association 
will hold its second international convention in Chicago on October 29. I 


and to express my appreciation of the splendid service which they are 
rendering. 


&. 
With cordial good wishes for a most successful meeting, I am 


ys 
/s/ MIRIAM A. FERGUSON, 
Governor of Texas. 


STATE OF MICHIGAN 
EXECUTIVE OFFICE 
LANSING 


WILLIAM A. COMSTOCK 
GOVERNOR 


Mr. David L. Behncke, President, 
Air Line Pilots Association, 

3145 West Sixty-third Street, 
Chicago, Illinois. 


October 15th, 1934, 


My dear Sir: 

Extend to the Air Line Pilots Association my best wishes for a suc- 
cessful convention! 

The rapid growth of air transportation and the success so far achieved 
can be attributed largely to the individual effort and daring of the pilot. 
Without regard to hazard, they have carried on to successfully surmount 
the obstacles until transportation by air is now truly safe and sure. 

Sincerely yours, 
/s/ WILLIAM A. COMSTOCK, 
Governor of Michigan. 


EXECUTIVE OFFICE 
STATE HOUSE 
PHOENIX, ARIZONA 


BENJAMIN B. MOEUR 
GOVERNOR 


Mr. David L. Behncke, President, 
Air Line Pilots Association, 

3145 West Sixty-third Street, 
Chicago, Illinois. 


October 8, 1934, 


Dear Mr. Behncke: 

On behalf of the people of Arizona I extend to you congratulations on 
the accomplishments of your membership, and wish you a very successful 
and enjoyable convention. 

Sincerely yours, 
/s/ B. B. MOEUR, 
Governor, 


STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA 
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT 
CHARLESTON 


H. G. KUMP 
GOVERNOR 


Mr. David L. Behncke, President, 
Air Line Pilots Association, 

3145 West Sixty-third Street, 
Chicago, Illinois. 


Dear Mr. Benhcke: - 
Indeed, I am deeply interested in the Second International Convention 
of the Air Line Pilots Association to be held in Chicago, beginning twenty- 
ninth. 
The brave and skillful men who pilot airships throughout the inhabited 
portion of the world, command the admiration and esteem of all informed 
citizens. 
Please extend my greetings and best wishes to all those who are in 
attendance at the Convention. 
Very truly yours, 


/s/ H. G. KUMP, 
. Governor. 


October 8, 1934. 





(Continued on Page 6, Col. 2) 





|quents. The committee on Affili- 


nite proposition would have to be 
made before I could consider ac- 
cepting. Whereupon the matter 
was carefully deliberated and it 
was then stated to me that the 
Convention had decided if I would 
accept the presidency for a two- 
year term a salary of $7,000 a 
year would be assured me. I told 
them that if these terms were car- 
ried out I would accept the presi- 
dency ; however, that final arrange- 
ments should not be prolonged 
over an indefinite period as I could 
not effectively continue in both po- 
sitions. The Convention assembled 
informed me that every effort 
would be made to complete the 
terms of their offer and as soon as 
the salary guarantee was. estab- 
lished I would then be at liberty to 
resign as pilot with United Air 
Lines. It was stated that every 
effort would be made to complete 
these arrangements by the first of 
the year 1935, by which time every 
member would be given sufficient 
time to contribute his share to the 
Permanent President fund. If at 
that time the Permanent President 
fund is not completed by the mem- 
bership, other arrangements will 
have to be made in regard to the 
Association head and I will con- 
tinue in my employment as pilot 
with United Air Lines. A letter 
to all members will shortly be 
mailed, more fully covering this 
subject. 

It was definitely decided by the 
Convention that it would be fool- 
hardy to attempt to continue as we 
have been doing in the past, ex- 
pecting a pilot to fly a line and at 
the same time act as full-time pres- 
ident. Also, any arrangement such 
as making the presidency an hon- 
orary position with an executive 
secretary handling the business of 
the Association was quickly voted 
down as an inefficient, half-heart- 
ed system, because final executive 
handling of Association business 
naturally falls on the shoulders of 
the chief executive, no matter 
what is done. 


BEHNCKE PENS 
CONVENTION 
STORY IN FULL 


(Continued from Page 1) 


opinion thereon, worked out very 
well. 





Approve Plan 
So that the members may get an 
approximate idea of what was ac- 
complished, the work of the vari- 
ous committees is outlined as fol- 
lows: The membership committee 
took care of the many perplexing 
cases pending action of the direc- 
torate, settling cases of misde- 
meanor, delinquent dues, and vari- 
ous reinstatement problems. The 
financial committee, it 1s believed 
originated some very excellent 
plans for placing the Association 
on a budget system, recommending 
strict economy, and has outlined a 
very constructive program for han 
dling Association funds. Our pres- 
ent books show segregated items in 
connection with Association expen- 
ditures, but the budget plan sug- 
gested by the financial committec 
will no doubt clarify the set-up 
considerably. Expenditures are to 
be estimated in advance by each 
Convention based on the expendi- 
tures for the previous year. A cer- 
tain sum will be allowed for vari- 
ous expenses, such as office help, 
communications bills, Washington 
expenses, executive salaries, etc., 
and it will be up to the executive 
head of the Association to hold 
Association expenditures within 
that figure. Such a plan placed in 
execution should result in very ef- 
ficient operation, and it is believed 
that this is among the most impor- 
tant work of the Convention. The 
By-Laws committee went over all 
the work that had been done by 
the Association on By-Laws and 
completed a new set of By-Laws 
which will shortly be printed and 
furnished to each member. The 
proposition of back dues was gone 
into both by the By-Laws commit- 
tee and the financial committee, 
and a definite set-up was arranged 
requiring all members to pay up 
within six months or be definitely 
expelled, exceptions being made 
where there are extremely exten- 
uating circumstances, recommend- 
ations for which are made by the 
local council. In the past, active 
members have not only done all 
the work but paid the bills as well. 
This will be thoroughly covered in 
the new By-Laws, copy of which 
will be mailed to you shortly. 
Headquarters feels that the new 
arrangement will work out to the 
complete satisfaction of everyone. 
This system will be placed into ef- 
fect at the beginning of the next 
quarter, and in the meantime defi- 
nite plans have been laid to bring 
in back dues or expel the delin- 


Contact Delegate 

This is, in brief summary, every- 
thing that was done at the Con- 
vention. It is recommended that 
each member contact his delegate 
personally and learn the details 
first hand. In this way each mem- 
ber will be fully acquainted with 
what took place and can learn the 
reasons for the action taken on 
various items. It is believed that 
the work of the Convention was 
very constructive and if its recom- 
mended program is carried out by 
our membership and Headquarters 
immediately, without question our 
next year will be one of accom- 
plishment far beyond what has 
ever yet been done. The Associa- 
tion has reached a point in its de- 
velopment and activities where 
definite action is necessary, and 
unless we meet the issues in a 
clean-cut manner the Association 
will not be able to give full and 
complete representation. It has 
been proven at this Convention 
that the Association is of para- 
mount importance to each and 
every pilot, and it was repeatedly 
stated by every delegate who at- 
tended that had it been possible 
for every member to be present it 
would have resulted in a much 
more closely knit organization. 
This is unquestionably the truth, 
but as this was impossible I wish 
to stress in this article the impor- 
tance of contacting your delegate 
to get the story of the Convention 
first hand and learn what the is- 
sues were and what was done 
about them. 

’ The final business of the conven-~ 
tion was the election of officers 
which will be published in the next 
issue of The AIR LINE PILOT. 


New Record 


Flying at an average speed of 
204 miles an hour, a Boeing 247D 
twin-engine transport, sister ship 
of the one used by Col. Roscoe 
Turner and Clyde Pangborn in the 
London-to-Melbourne derby, set a 
new record between Omaha and 


ates and Charters settled some 
very perplexing problems that had 
been worrying Headquarters for 
quite a long time. The Seniority 
committee worked out a plan on 
seniority that amazed the entire 
Convention because of its com- 
pletely fair and workable features. 
The committee on Resolutions rec- 
ommended many resolutions which 
will greatly aid the Association in 
its accomplishments during the 
coming year. 

In all it was a most successful 
Convention and a great deal of 
good was accomplished. There was 
little wrangling, and the delegates 
assembled were the finest and most 
constructive group Headquarters 
has yet had the pleasure to work 
with. Foreign operations were 
well represented by Mr. Durst ot 
the western division and Mr. Keel- 
er of the Caribbean division, who 
proved to be very capable dele- 
gates. 








Full-Time Office 

One of the most important mat- 
ters accomplished was the institu- 
tion of a full-time chief executive 
of the Association. It was agreed 
by the Convention that the time 
had come to make this position a 
permanent one and I was asked to 
accept that office for two years 





(Continued on Page 6, Col. 3) 





provided a reasonable salary was 
guaranteed. I stated that a defi- 
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BEHNCKE TELLS 
PILOTS’ VIEWS 
TO AIR BOARD 


Commends Hearst Newspa- 
per; Reads Chicago Herald 
and Examiner Editorial 


COMMERCIAL UNIT 
ALPA Head Traces History 


of American Aviation for 
Federal Commission 














National prominence was given 
by the nation’s press to the ap- 
pearance of President Behncke be- 
fore the Federal Aviation Commis- 
sien on October 15, where he tes- 
tified at the invitation of the Com- 
mission. 

Accompanied by Edward G. 
Hamilton, Washington representa- 
tive of the Air Line Pilots Asso- 
ciation, President Behncke recom- 
mended that a permanent agency 
be set up to handle disputes. be- 
tween pilots and transport com- 
panies and in other ways insure 
the personnel flying the airways be 
kept to a high standard. 

President Behncke also called 
the attention of the air board to 
the fact that under the revised air 
mail act the Secretary of Com- 
merce May approve arrangements 
for retirement benefits for fliers, 
which was originally advocated by 
President Franklin D, Roosevelt. 

Asks Insurance 

“Insurance costs almost twice as 
much for pilots as for the average 
person,” Behncke said, “and it 
is our opinion that the best solu- 


tion for the insurance problem is} 


to pass laws which will permit air 
line pilots to take advantage of 
government insurance. 

“Inasmuch as these men are of 
great value to the government as 
reserve officers, in whom the gov- 
ernment has already invested large 
sums for trainirig, this is not an 
unreasonable suggestion. If in ad- 
dition to this some form of annu- 
ity could be established to take 
care of the pilot when his flying 
days are over, it would be very 
helpful.” 

Recommendation was also made 
that reserve commissions be given 
to all air line pilots, as greater 
number of ALPA pilots already 
hold reserve commissions. 

Severe censure was directed at 
operators who are attempting to 
evade the provisions of the air 
mail law, and especial attention 
was given to Long and Harman, 
whose contract is now being held 
in violation of the law according to 
the petition for cancellation filed 
by the Air Line Pilots Association 
with the Postmaster General’s Of- 
fice. 

Details concerning cancellation 
matters appear elsewhere in the 
AIR LINE PILOT. 

Publish Statement 

A verbatim report of President 
Behncke’s statement as made and 
filed before the Federal Aviation 
Commission, which was appointed 
by President Roosevelt to formu- 
late a policy to be presented to 
Congress for the enactment of per- 
manent air mail legislation, fol- 
lows: 

According to a recent statement 
of your able chairman, Mr. Clark 
Howell, this is the 16th investi- 
gation that has been made of 
American aviation in its brief his- 
tory, and I understand that it will 
be the first attempt to cover the 
entire field to find out where the 
government stands with the indus- 
try and where the industry stands 
with the government, 

It is most significant to note that 
with all these in of 
American Aviation, it has never 
been necessary to investigate the 
flying personnel, and as President 
of the Air Line Pilots Association, 
I would like to emphasize that 
point. 


‘nomic recovery, 








| REX MARTIN 


(Continued from Last Issue) 

Airway facilities become obsolete, 
just as do aircraft using them, and 
some of the older airways no long- 
er meet the needs of air transpor- 
tation as they did when first es- 
tablished. The changes usually 
consist of relocating sections of 
airways along more direct routes, 
with a reduction of the number of 
lights and fields provided. The 
saving to the Aeronautics Branch 
is brought about by reduced main- 
tenance, the advantage to airmen 
by the shortening of the route and 
the modernization of facilities. 

Construction work incident to 
these changes was made possible 
by allotments from the Public 
Works Administration. Many of 
the projects are still in process, 
and the resultant economies will 











not make themselves felt until the | 
next fiscal year, but the savings 
will be as much, or more, neces- 
sary at that time than they are at 
present. 

The work of the Air Navigation 
Division, and the fine assistance 
rendered during the past year by 
the Public Works Administration, 
present a perfect example, in min- 
iature, of the Administration’s re- 
covery program. The general pol- 
icy for the Federal Government is 
that routine expenditures, which 
must recur year after year, are to 
be considered in the regular bud- 
get, which is kept at the lowest 
figure possible. To assist in eco- 
and elimination 


of ‘unemployment, the Federal 


|Government Has a special war 
chest, which is to be discontinued 


as soon as the extraordinary con- 
tingency has passed. 

In the same way, the Air Navi- 
gation Division has carried on its 
toutine work with a greatly re- 
duced regular budget, in order to 
contribute its share to the general 
reduction in ordinary Federal ex- 
penditures. At the same time, it! 
offers an opportunity for carrying | 
out a part of the President’s spec- 
ial program, through construction 
of new airways, and improvement 
of old ones, where this can be con- 
sidered as being in the nature of a 
capital investment. 


Public Works has authorized 
more than 60 projects for the 
Aeronautics Branch. Among these 
are many which involve amounts 
of money as small as $120 for in- 
stalling fences: and similar odd 
jobs. Others are of considerable 
magnitude, making substantial con- 
tributions to relief of unemploy- 
ment. 

(To Be Continued) 


DETAIL SET-UP 
ON AIR LINES 


(Continued from Page 5) 


In short, there have been two 
hearings, one before the Regional 
Labor Board in Texas which came 
out as outlined in the previous 
paragraph, and the other in Wash- 
ington, the decision of which is ex- 
pected about the fifteenth of this 
month. 

As previously mentioned, these 
fights have necessitated a lot of 
work and have by no means been 
fights without considerable cost, be- 
cause good attorneys cost money 
and moving witnesses in and out 
of Washington from such far/°@ 
points as Texas is not what could 
well be termed something that can 
be done for nothing. 

The Association hopes for suc- 
cess all the way around. It is cer- 
tain that if we don’t make a fight 
in all cases of this nature, we will 
definitely lose ground. 

Congressman James L. Sweeney 
hes also written a fine letter to 
Solicitor Crowley concerning oper- 
ators enjoying government con- 
tracts, who are resorting to unfair 
measures in evading the law. 











President Roosevelt Sends 
ALPA Convention Greetings 


(Continued from Page 5) 


STATE OF RHODE ISLAND 
EXECUTIVE CHAMBER 
PROVIDENCE 


Mr. David L. Behncke, President, 
Air Line Pilots Association, 

3145 West 63rd Street, 

Chicago, Illinois. 











October 6, 1934. 


Dear Mr. Behncke: 

In connection with your second international convention to be held the 
latter part of this month, may I send you my best wishes for ad successful 
meeting and for definite results of your conferences. 

I am myself an enthusiastic flyer and have made it my interest 
to develop here in Rhode Island. Within a day or two, I shall sign 
a contract for a State Airport which will be one of the best in the country, 


and several other subsi airports are being developed in other parts of 
the State. So I shall follow the business of your convention with real 
interest. 


Yours sincerely, 
/3/ THEODORE FRANCIS GREEN, 
Governor. 


STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA 
GOVERNOR’S OFFICE 
RALEIGH 
JOHN C. B. EHRINGHAUS 
GOVERNOR 


Mr. David L. Behncke, President, 
Air Line Pilots Association, 
3145 West Sixty-third Street, 


Chicago, Mlinois. 


October 6th, 1934. 


My dear Mr. Behncke: 

I have been notified, under date of October 4th, that your Association 
is planning to hold its second interantional convention in Chicago beginning 
October 29th. 

May I not take advantage of the opportunity to express to you and the 
Association my very good wishes for a pleasant and aig gathering 
and congratulations upon the work which the Association is doing. 


Yours very truly, 
/3/ JOHN C. B. EHRINGHAUS, 
ernor. 
October 8, 1934. 


STATE OF INDIANA 
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT 
INDIANAPOLIS 


PAUL V. McNUTT 
GOVERNOR 

Air Line Pilots “Association, 

3145 West 63rd Street, 

Chicago, Illinois. 


My dear friends: 

I am happy to have this privilege of extending my greetings and felici- 
tations to the members of the Air Line Pilots Association on the occasion 
of their second international convention. 

There is no body of men wnich has shown a greater devotion to duty 
in time of peace. It is a service which calls for physical fitness, mental 
alertness and courage. I have flown with some of you on your regular 
routes. I did so with perfect confidence in your ability and resource to cope 
with any emergency which might arise. The past two decades have brought 
flying from its infancy to its present tremendous proportions. The next two 
decades will undoubtedly see its development into an industry of almost 
unbelievable magnitude. To be an integral part in this great work is for 
you both a privilege and an obligation. 

May I wish your Convention every success in furthering the science of 
aviation. 

Very cordially yours 
/s/ PAUL V. McNUTT. 


STATE OF ALABAMA 
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT 
MONTGOMERY 


Oct. 6, 1934. 
Mr. David L. Behncke, Pres., 
The Air Line Pilots Association, 
3145 West 63rd St., 
Chicago, Illinois. 


Dear. Sir: 

Please convey to the Air Line Pilots Association my oN gras aname and 
good wishes upon their holding their international convention. 

You are engaged in a business which calls for the exercise of eo 
knowledge, of a quick mind and of a fine character. You are making, and 
will make, great contribution to civilization. 

Success to you. 

Sincerely yours, 
/3/ B. M. MILLER, 
Governor. 


EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT 
STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA 
PIERRE 


TOM BERRY 
GOVERNOR 


Honorable David L. Behncke, President, 
Air Line Pilots Association, 

3145 West Sixty-third Street, 

Chicago, Illinois. 


Dear Mr. Behncke: 
It has come to my attention that the Air Line Pilots Association will 
hold its second international convention in Chicago, Mllinois, beginning 


October 29th. 
Lovee ma ante sips 


October 6, 1934. 


Kindly extend to the members of your 


3 es ee We aro cinuéii, on the threshold of a new 
transpo: ion organizations such as will be 

to raise the standards of aviation. pet a 
Sincerely 


yours, 
/s/ TOM BERRY, 
Governor. 


STATE OF OHIO 
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 


COLUMBUS 
GEORGE WHITE 
GOVERNOR 


Mr: David L. Behncke, President, 
Air Line Pilots Association, 
3145 W. 68rd 8t., 





LINDY BEFORE 
FEDERAL AERO 
COMMISSION 


Famous Flier Gives Views 
Following Testimony of 
President Behncke 


Washington, D. C., Oct. 16 
(Special).—Col. Charles A. Lind- 
bergh appeared before the Pres- 
idents’ aviation commission today 
following the testimony presented 
on the previous day by Edward G. 
Hamilton and David L. Behncke, 
President of the Air Line Pilots 
Association. 


Colonel Lindbergh concurred in 
the opinion of ALPA representa- 
tives concerning the necessity of 
highly trained flying personnel, 
when he informed the commission: 

“Transport planes are really be- 
coming complicated. There are 
new instruments and new methods 
of navigation. The pilots should 
be very nearly graduate engi- 
neers.” 








Military Value 

Lindbergh also said that from a 
military standpoint it is desirable 
to have as many trained pilots as 
possible, which is an argument 
constantly advanced by Pilot 
Behncke, who contends that pilots 
are kept in training through the 
medium of continued employment. 


Deny “Blacklist” 


While Lindbergh believed there 
should be competition he declared 
that too much may retard devel- 
opment. 

Discussing hours and wages of 
pilots he said that there undoubt- 
edly would be a limitation placed 
on flying hours. 

Colonel Lindbergh also told the 
commission that its most important 
problem was to clear up the status 
of aviation executives on Postmas- 
ter General Farley’s “blacklist.” 

This caused an announcement 
from the Post Office Department 
that it would oppose in Congress 
any move to lift the ban on air- 
line operators who participated in 
the so-called “spoils” conference 
for dividing up air mail routes. 

Harllee Branch, second assistant 
postmaster general, made public 
the following statement relative to 
the matter: 

P. O. Statement 

“In his statement before the 
Federal Aviation Commission on 
Tuesday, Colonel Lindbergh was in 
error when he assumed that the 
Postmaster General or the Post 
Office Department has prepared a 
‘blacklist’ containing the names of 
officials and employees of air trans- 
port companies whose air mail con- 
tracts were annulled. The Depart- 
ment has no ‘blacklist.’ 

“The Air Mail Law passed by 
Congress and approved on June 
12, 1934, in Section 6, paragraph 
(d), expressly provides: 

“No person shall be qualified 
to enter upon the performance of, 
or thereafter to hold an air-mail 
contract, (1) if at or after the 
time specified for the commence- 
ment of mail transportation under 
such contract, such person is (or, 
if a partnership, association, or 
corporation, has a member, officer, 
or director, or an employee per- 
forming general managerial duties, 
that is) an individual who has 
theretofore entered into any un- 
lawful combination to prevent the 
making of any bids for carrying 
the mails: Provided, That when- 
ever required by the Postmaster 
General the bidder shall submit an 
affidavit executed by the bidder, or 
by such of its officers, directors, or 
general managerial employees as 
the Postmaster General may desig: 
nate, sworn to before an officer 
authorized and empowered to ad- 
minister oaths, stating in such affi- 
davit that the affiant has not en- 
tered nor proposed to enter into 
any combination to prevent the 
making of any bid for carrying oo 
mails, nor made any agreement, o 
given or performed, or promised to 
give or perform, any consideration 

to induce any other per- 





(Continued on Page 8, Col. 1) 
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AIR PICTURE 
IN CONSTANT 
SEE-SAW ACT 


Commercial Pilots Constitute 
Permanent Military Nucleus 
Available for Call 


(Continued from Page 6) 


the early “barn stormers,” aviation 
has been in a sort of see-saw con- 
dition. It pyramided to great 
heights during the war and Amer- 
ican flyers wrote a proud and cour- 
ageous history in defense of Old 
Glory over the battlefields of the 
World War. A great many of the 
air line pilots are former war 
birds with distinguished records 
and are at present officers in the 
Air Corps Reserve, and as such, to- 
gether with all air line pilots, con- 
stitute a permanent military nu- 
cleus available for emergency call 
by the government. Only recently 
many answered that call when re- 
serve officer air line pilots flew 
mail during the army operations 
of last winter. During the can- 
cellation emergency at the time the 
Army was charged with the han- 
dling of United States Air Mail 
some very vicious, unwarranted as 
well as untrue propaganda was di- 
rected against air line pilots by 
Gen. William Mitchell, who in a 
certain magazine article stated the 
following: 

“The chief of the Air Corps im- 
mediately gave the necessary di- 
rections. He attempted to call the 
commercial air-mail pilots who 
were reserve officers to active duty 
in the Army Air Corps to assist in 
carrying the mails. They, how- 
ever, demanded their full pay 
schedule which would amount to 
from $750 to $1,000 a month. 
The army had no funds with which 
to pay these huge salaries. So 
there was a virtual lockout or 
strike by the civil air-mail pilots.” 








False Charges 

It is indeed most regrettable that 
statements of this nature are made 
by individuals before even so much 
as ascertaining the facts in the 
case. Upon cancellation of all air 
mail contracts the air line pilots 
extended their full co-operation to 
General Foulois, Chief of the Air 
Corps, and continued giving every 
help possible during this crisis. 
They were put on the same pay 
basis as regular army officers and 
there was absolutely no controver- 
sy as to wages and working condi- 
tions as is contended by Gen. 
Mitchell. 

Following the Armistice, avia- 
tion was literally left up in the air 
and was more or less in the dol- 
drums until Col. Chas. A. Lind- 
hergh put the wings back on the 
American Eagle when he made his 
splendid and daring non-stop, lone 
eagle flight from New York to 
Paris. However, it was not long 
before aviation was again throttled 
seriously and a gigantic industry 
that had grown from the minute 
flight at Kitty Hawk to present 
scheduled trans-continental and 
trans-oceanic flights, was facing 
utter ruin. Such a condition was 
brought about, not by the pilots 
who, despite the constant seesaw 
of the industry, have maintained 
commercial aviation in the world’s 
first position, but rather’ by un- 
scrupulous and market-manipulat- 
ing operators, some of ‘whom 
would still attempt to strangle the 
industry. 

Quote Record 

Quoting from the Congressional 
Record, Volume 78, No. 98, dateed 
Saturday, April 28, 1934, Senator 
Hugo Black, co-sponsor with Sena- 
tor Kenneth McKellar of the pres- 
ent Air Mail Law, S. 3170, said: 

“Tf there is anything political in 
attempting to protect the wages of 
the men who work and toil and la- 
bor, then I am willing to take the 
blame. If there is anything polit- 
ical in attempting to cut off the 
oppértunity for men to draw 
$430,000 in 1 year out of money 
which comes largely from the tax- 
payers of this country, then I am 
willing to take the blame and let it 

(Coritinued on Page 7, Col. 5) 





Convention To 
Thank All Its 
Fine Supporters 


(Continued from Page 3) 

our consideration, criticism and 
recommendations, before its final 
draft. 

Opinions of Company Doctors 

RESOLVED THAT any opinions 
or study of flying time and its effect 
on pilots in regard to fatigue, by 
company doctors, cannot be ac- 
cepted by the Air Line Pilots As- 
sociation. Only the opinions of 
specialists who are in no way finan- 
cially involved can be accepted by 
us. 





Additional resolutions are before 
the convention and as yet have not 
been passed. This information will 
be published in the next issue of 
The AIR LINE PILOT. 





Air Commerce 
Bureau Report 


(Continued from September issue) 

C. Recommended that PWA 
funds be made available to the Bu- 
reau of Air Commerce for the es- 
tablishment of a _ trans-Atlantic 
airway by employment of refuel- 
ing bases or seadromes. Eighty 
per cent of the cost of the project 
would be for labor and as a high 
speed, heavier-than-air service be- 
tween Europe and the United 
States is inevitable, and as the 
PWA is providing funds for Fed- 
eral projects to foster employ- 
ment, it is felt that this is an op- 
portunity for the United States to 
anticipate by five or ten years 
such a reality and at the same time 
own and operate the airway for 
the equal use of all nations. The 
project would be self-supporting, 
and would solve the problem of 
tremendous gas loads and small 
pay loads now of such concern in 
long distance flights). The PWA 
now has the matter under consid- 
eration. 

D. Investigated and conclusive- 
ly tested the blind landing system 
developed by the Army Air Corps 
and found it suitable for use by 
commercial aviation. During this 
work, Air Commerce Bureau test 
pilots employed a tri-motor trans- 
port plane and made repeated and 








‘unassisted landings under a hood. 


Heretofore, the Department of 
Commerce previously had conduct- 
ed blind landings with a small 
training plane, but the real value 
of any system could not be dem- 
onstrated until a large, heavily- 
loaded transport plane could use it 
successfully. It is this type of air- 
craft that will be the mos.”¢éiigis- 
tent user of any blind landing 
method in order to provide contin- 
uous and uninterrupted air trans- 
port service. 

E. Sponsored legislation to ena- 
ble the Secretary of Commerce to 
hold public hearings on all serious 
accidents to civil aircraft and to 
make public the causes of such ac- 
cidents; to strengthen the Depart- 
ment’s authority to provide for 
minimum safety standards on the 
air lines, and to engage in devel- 
opment work on aircraft, engines 
and accessories. This legislation 
was enacted in the closing days of 
Congress and was approved by the 
President. 

While the foregoing major pro- 
jects have been in the process of 
development, the two main divi- 
sions into which the Bureau of Air 
Commerce is now divided — Air 
Navigation and Air Regulation — 
instead of three as in the past, 
have been persistently at work on 





President Roosevelt Sends 
ALPA Convention Greetings 








AIR MAIL BILL 
WAS OUTLINED 





(Continued from Page 6) 


I am sure much good will result from your convention and that you 


shall have a most interesting meeting. 


I note that air mail pilots from two continents will be present and surely 
sky who are 


it gives me great 


salute these fearless men of the 
doing so much to 


to 
elp in the onward progress of civilization. 


'y yours, 
/s/ GEORGE WHITE, 
Governor. 


STATE OF UTAH 
I oe THE GOVERNOR 


SALT LAKE CITY 
HENRY H. BLOOD 
GOVERNOR 


Mr. David L. Behncke, President, 
Air Line Pilots Association, 

3145 West 68rd Street, 

Chicago, Til. 


My dear Mr. Behncke: 


October 26, 1934. 


Permit me to extend my hearty congratulations to the members of the 
Air Line Pilots Association upon the service they are rendering the people 
of the United States. Intrepid and daring, their feats of courage have won 


the admiration of the world. 
Please accept my best wishes for a most successful meeting. 
Very truly yours, 
/s/ HENRY H. BLOOD, 
Governor. 


STATE OF ILLINOIS 
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 


SPRINGFIELD 
HENRY HORNER 
GOVERNOR 


Mr. David L. Behncke, President, 
Air Line Pilots’ Association, 

3145 West 63rd Street, 

Chicago, Mlinois. 


My dear Mr. Behncke: 


You have my sincere wishes for a successful meeting on the occasion of 
the forthcoming second international convention of the Air Line Pilots’ 


Association to be opened in Chicago on October twenty-ninth. 


The men who fly the mail transports and have blazed the way to a new 


era of transportation have earned the respect and admiration of the 
for their accomplishments and the high type of character 


May the future of your association and the men who comprise it be 


filled with an abundance of happiness and good fortune. 
Sincerely yours, 
/s/ HENRY HORNER, 
ernor. 


STATE OF FLORIDA 
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT 
TALLAHASSEE 
DAVID SHOLTZ 
GOVERNOR 


Mr. David L. Behncke, President, 
Air Line Pilots Association, 

3145 West 63rd Street, 

Chicago, Illinois. 


October 15th, 1934. 


Dear Mr. Behncke: 


On the occasion of the second international convention of the Air Line 
Pilots Association I wish to express my best wishes for a successful 


meeting, at the same time assuring you 
in every possible way in furthering the 
yeur association, both collectively and individually. 
Sincerely yours, 
/3/ D. SHOLTZ, 
Governor of Florida. 


STATE OF ARKANSAS 
EXECUTIVE CHAMBER 
LITTLE ROCK 


of my earnest desire to 


J. M. FUTRELL 
GOVERNOR 


Mr. David L. Behncke, President, 
Air Line Pilots Association, 

3145 West Sixty-third Street, 
Chicago, Illinois. 


October 10, 1934. 


Dear Mr. Behncke :— 

I hope the coming convention of the Air Line Pilots Association 
successful, and that it will mean the continued and 7 = 
on ‘ 


transporta carriage 
mail is an expanding field. Its direction will be largely guided and controlled 


by the experience and lessons learned by the pilots. 
You have my best wishes. 
Sincerely, 
/s/ J. M. FUTRELL, 
Governor, 


STATE OF MINNESOTA 
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT 


SAINT PAUL 
FLOYD B. am 
phd age truly symbolical of the rapid progress that is being 
plished by present generations in all phases of human endeavor. 


evolution of aviation in the comparatively short span of years, from the 


time that the Wright brothers were experimenting with queer-looking 
contraptions, has been nothing short of miraculous; it reads like pages 
a story book. 

The field of aviation offers an excellent opportunity for intrepid youth 


With land exploration 
tically completed, the air and the 
what has already been accomplished in the air 
the next few decades will bring bewilders the most vivid imagination. 
Sets the cemeeee anations ot Om 
ch to unite : 
pa our nation closer together. 


a multitude of details looking to|more 


increased efficiency and service to 
the public and the industry. 
Air Na Division 
The Air Navigation Division, 
headed by Rex Martin, has the fol- 
lowing accomplishments to its 
ee ee ee 
tem as that in existence the 
previous year, but with 30 per 
cent less funds; 
(To Be Continued) 


meeting is my personal wish to 


October 23, 1934. 


CHICAGO, ILL., NOV. 2, 1984. 
DAVID L. BEHNCKE, PRES., 


AIR LINE 
3145 W. 63RD ST. . 








co-operate 
best interests of the members of 


will be 
rapid advancement of 


g 


BY PRESIDENT 


Federal Aviation Commission 
Will Report to Next Con- 
gress With Recom- 
mendations 





(Continued from P. 7, 1st Col.) 


be called a political bill. 
“It is not a political bill; it is a 
bill which tends toward cleansing 
and purifying the aviation indus- 
try. It proposes to meet the out- 
standing, glaring evils which have 
been shown to exist, and proposes 
to go further, and provide for a 
study of the other problems of 
aviation.” 
Senator Biack declared at that 
time that the Air Mail Bill was ac- 
cording to the very outline sug- 
gested by the President to the 
Chairman of the Committees on 
Post Offices and Post Roads of the 
House and Senate and also him- 
self. 
Up to Board 
Now you gentlemen are conduct- 
ing these hearings on the authority 
vested in the Air Mail Law and 
you have been appointed by the 
President to recommend to the 
next congress a policy for perma- 
nent air mail legislation. Accord- 
ingly, whether this be the 16th and 
final investigation of American 
aviation or just another one of 
those things is entirely up to you. 
In arriving at your recommenda- 
tions, the fact should not be over- 
looked that the industry is operat- 
{ed out of money, which, as Sena- 
tor Black has stated, comes large- 
ly from the taxpayers of this coun- 
try. When congress passed the 
Air Mail Law which was signed by 
the President, which incorporated 
the decision of the National Labor 
Board regarding pilots’ salaries 
and flying hours, and which also 
incorporated a provision guaran- 
teeing collective bargaining on the 
part of the pilots, penalties were 
included for the violations of any 
of the protective measures of the 
Act. 
I would like to call your atten- 
tion te the fact that before the Na- 
tional Labor Board had reached 
their decision, a six months’ sur- 
vey had been made of the air mail 
situation by representatives of the 
Labor Board, air line operators 
and air line pilots. This Commit- 
tee appointed by the National La- 
bor Board, was known as the 
“Fact Finding Committee.” Their 
report is attached to our brief pre- 
sented to your Commission. I was 
appointed as a member of this Fact 
Finding Committee representing 
the pilots. A professional opinion 
was also submitted by the Aero 
Medical Association. Naturally 
this survey was rather costly and 
there is no doubt that the final 
enactment of the air mail legisla- 
tion cost the taxpayers a consider- 
able amount. Yet the taxpayers, 
represented by the Congress of the 
United States, believed that the 
interests of American aviation 
would be best served by properly 
providing for the men who actual- 
ly fly the air mail and passengers 
on the air transportation lines of 
this country. 
Black Opinion 

In providing for the pilots, Sen- 
ator Black said that in his judg- 
;;ment officers were bleeding their 
respective companies for high com- 
|pensations and strangling life out 
of the men who actually do the 
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LANDS SAFELY 
DURING NIGHT 


Three Motors Quit While 
Over Hazardous 


Terrain 








Flying with superb skill and 
courage, First Pilot John F. Mal- 
one’ succeeded in making a night 
landing one and one-half miles 


north of Waukegan, when all of 


the engines quit on his tri-motor 
Transport, on October 19 while en- 
route from St. Paul to Chicago, 
carrying Co-Pilot R .M. Johnston, 
one passenger and a load of mail. 
At present Pilot Malone is fly- 
ing for the Hanford-Tri-State Air- 
Lines and is one of the line’s best 
guarantees for a safe landing. 


The terrain where Malone came 
down is extremely hazardous and 
there are quite a number of high 
tension wires. Yet, Malone was 
able to land his big ship -without 
injury to his passengers or dam- 
age to his equipment, and it was 
possible to take the plane off the 


following day from the same field | 


where Malone had set it down 
shortly after midnight, with over- 
cast skies. 

During the army operations of 
the air mail last winter, Pilot Mal- 
one flew for the army, as he is a 
reserve officer. Prior to that, Pilot 
Malone had been employed for six 
years by the Northwest Airlines, 
joining the Hanford Tri-state Air- 
lines on June 1, of this year. 


NOTED AIRMAN 
TELLS HIS PLAN 


(Continued from Page 6) 








son to bid or not to bid for any 
mail contract.’ 
States Law 
“This provision of the law clear- 
ly makes ineligible for an air mail 
contract any company who has an 


‘officer, or director, or an employee : 


performing general managerial 
duties, * * * who has theretofore 
entered into any unlawful combi- 
nation to prevent the making of 
any bids for carrying the mails:’. 

“This prohibition of the law is 
directed and applies to companies 
seeking air mail contracts and is 
one of the conditions affecting 


their eligibility to hold such con-' 


tracts. 

“It has been and is now the pol- 
icy of the Post Office Department 
to hold hearings and take evidence 
to determine the status of any in- 
dividual desired by a prospective 
air mail contract bidder for an of- 
ficer, a director or an employee 
with general managerial duties 
whose status the company may re- 
gard as uncertain or doubtful. 

“Contrary to the impression held 
by Colonel Lindbergh there is a 
procedure by which the status of 
individuals desired by companies 
to perform executive or general 
managerial duties may be deter- 
mined.” 


More Air Speed 


One of American Airlines’ new 
Douglas passenger and mail planes 
has set a new record between Fort 
Worth and Chicago. The 824 
miles between the two cities were 
covered in 3 hours and 52 minutes, 
an average speed of 213 miles an 








hour. In the flight seven company 
officials and two pilots were 
aboard. 


Another twin-motored Douglas 
passenger ship will take off this 
week from Los Angeles in an ef- 
fort to set a transport record to 
New York, it was announced in 
Los Angeles by Capt. Eddie Rick- 
enbacker, leading American war 
ace and vice president of North 
American Aviation, parent com- 
pany of Eastern Air Lines. 

Rickenbacker hopes to cut to 12 
hours the present record for the 
trip of 13 hours and 2 minutes. 
The flight will be a one-stop jump, 


with refueling either at Kansas| 


City or Indianapolis. 





Pilot W. P. Youngs Continues 
His Story of Movie Trip 








Pilot Youngs resumes in this is- 
sue of The AIR LINE PILOT his 
thrilling account of ‘the flying sur- 
vey which he made with a locations 
party from the Metro-Goldwyn- 
Mayer motion picture company. 

In the September issue Youngs 
described: in interesting detail the 
start of the flight and the final 
landing at their base point of op- 
erations. 


BY W. P. YOUNGS 

Since we were going to be on 
the other side, the landing area 
was chosen below the camp about 
one and one-half miles where a 
long stretch of water lay free of 
rocks and about six hundred feet 
wide. At. this point the current 
ran approximately eight knots, but 
in a small cove where the current 
was negligible we were able to 
nose the plane in, so that it was 
possible to walk ashore. 

Near. our camp the Brazilian 
; Boundary Commission had erected 
a large concrete marker with the 
latitude and longitude engraved on 
a brass plate. These calculations 
were obtained from accurate celes- 
tial observations and much to my 
surprise after plotting the position 
on my chart found out that there 
was a discrepancy of twenty-seven 
miles between our actual location 
and that shown for Iauarete on my 
chart. 

Takes First Ride 

On: the following day, May 12, 
we made an uneventful trip back | 
to St. Gabriel to pick up the rest 
of our party and some extra gas. | 
En route we stopped at Taracua) 
to drop off a Padre, who was en-| 
joying his first ride in an airplane. | 

After picking up our party we| 
headed back only a few minutes 
ahead of one of the numerous} 
small but nasty rain and wind| 
squalls which appear to spring up| 
from nowhere and make flying a! 
bit uncomfortable, to say the least. | 

Because of the numerous bends 
and right angles in the Uaupes it 
was impossible to fly a direct com- 
pass course to Iauarete and remain 
within gliding distance of the wa- 
ter even from three or four thou- 
sand feet. However, the range of 
hills behind Taracua are excellent 
landmarks and also give the ap- 
proximate halfway position. 

We made quick time to Iauarete | 
aided by a strong easterly tail wind 
aloft. The plane was secured in 
its little cove and the last of our 
equipment was brought ashore. 
After the steep climb up the river 
bank and the mile hike to camp, 
we set to work for our eleven day | 
stay. : 

Buy New Beds 

Not being able to endure the 
boardlike monstrosities called army 
cots, some ‘of us purchased ham- 
mocks made by the Indians out of 
fiber. The first night I woke up, 
feeling ill at ease, and with the 
aid of my flashlight discovered on 
the wall of our shack and close to 
my head, two immense spiders, 
each at least four inches in diam- 
eter. 

This afforded sufficient reason 
to keep me up the rest of the 
night. Accordingly, the next day 
was spent in rearranging our net- 
tings so as to be protected against 
all sorts of insects besides mos- 
quitos, of which we saw very little. 

Most of us had collected a good- 
ly number of mucuins at Santa 
Izabel and St. Gabriel, which are 
cute little bugs that are not large 
enough to be seen but certainly 
large enough to be felt. They are 
not at all particular about just 
where they locate on one’s anat- 
omy. The only remedy is patience 
and: a large quantity of alcohol, 
applied externally. 

We were fortunate in having a 
real gem of a cook, who was a 
Brazilian negro, who had lived for 
years among the Indians, up and 
down the Amazon Balley, and as 
well versed in their customs and 
languages as anyone we had ever 
met. 








Long Journey 
Although we were but one day’s 


jthat an aeroplane had ever been 


|ing strange sounds in imitation of 








flight from Manaos, the trip re- 


quired at least twenty days by 
launch and river steamer, provided 
good connections were made. It 
frequently required more than a 
month to make the journey. 

On Wednesday, May 16, we 
made a short flight to survey the 
rapids at Ipanure, landing in the 
smooth river below and anchoring 
offshore of a small Indian village 
where a batelac was secured for 
closer inspection of the cachoeira. 
Inasmuch as this was the first time 


up in this region, it was quite in- 
teresting to note the effect and im- 
pression created in the minds of 
the rather childlike Indians, who 
did not appear to believe their 
eyes. They stood around in groups 
pointing to the sky, tracing the 
path the plane had flown and utter- 


the motors. 


The women showed the most agi- 
tation regarding the advent of our 
plane, repeating many times their 
peculiar sounds while the men, af- 
ter the first exclamations, became 
more stolid in accord with their 
normal state. 

In general the natives were 
short of stature, well proportioned, 
with strongly developed shoulder 
and chest muscles, due, no doubt, 
to the amount of paddling on the 
river, while their facial character- 


istics were typically Mongolian 
with slanting eyes and straight 
black hair. 


Women Work 


The women do all the domestic ! 
and agricultural work, leaving the 
more honorable professions of fish- 
ing and hunting to the males. 

In the matter of dress, the prob- 
lem is easily solved with a small 
breechcloth, held in place by a 
string around the waist, for the 
men, and a short cloth skirt, when 
cloth is available, for the women. 

Returning to Iauarete for a late 
lunch we were in time to say| 
“adios” to Leopoldina, the chief of 
the neighboring tribes, who was 
leaving with his braves for a large 
maloka or community house, up 
the Papuri river where he would 
welcome all his subjects for miles 
around for a big fiesta on Sunday, 
when we would pass out trade ar- 
ticles and presents. 

There was little of interest 
around our camp except a cut lit- 
tle monkey that ate enormous 
amounts of bananas and an odd 
looking bird, called Jacamin, that 
was a cross between a guinea hen 
and a heron. 

Pet Bird 

Jacamin acted as our timepiece, 
since promptly at 6:30 P. M.. he 
would saunter casually over to the 
Brazilian Commission house, fly 
leasurely to the roof, then after 
carefully surveying the situation, 
he would make a perfect one point 
landing on the top of a rather tall 
flagpole, where he would spend the 
night perched on one leg, until pre- 
cisely 6:15 A. M. when the proce- 
dure was reversed and Jacamin re- 
turned to earth for his day’s work 
of superintending the few fowls 
managing to eke out a modest liv- 
ing around the camp. 

Quite tame and even friendly at 
times, we never saw him fly except 
at the appointed hours. However, 
he was at hand at all times to see 
that no large chicken stole any 
precious worms away from a little 
chick. 

The AIR LINE PILOT will con- 
clude in its November issue Pilot 
Youngs’ most interesting story of 
his daring survey flight over the 
jungles of South America. 





Cut Service 





Oklahoma City, Oct. 30.—F. E. 
Perry, plane manager of the Bran- 
iff Airways, Inc., said tonight the 
day plane between Kansas City 
and Chicago had been discontin- 
ued by the company. The present 
Dallas - Oklahoma City-Tulsa-Kan- 
sas City day schedule will be main- 
tained; Perry said, as will the night 





Kansas City to Chicago service. 


CALLS ATTENTION TO PRESENT 
PROVISIONS OF AIR MAIL ACT 


President’s Aviation Commission Will Offer Permanent Air 


Mail Policy 


(Continued from Page 7) 


Japan, but we should not lose sight 
of the fact that this Board was cre- 
ated by the President to study the 
present aviation and air mail situa- 
tion and recommend a sound, pro- 
gressive policy for the industry. 
Speaking of war, it might be ap- 
propriate to mention at this time 
that our present air line pilots will 
play a large part in any future 
war. It is my opinion that aerial 
military maneuvers will be some- 
what different in the future. At 
present airplanes are capable of 
carrying and firing heavy guns 
while in flight, which means that 
there probably won’t be the spec- 
tacular “dog fights” of yesterday 
when the modern “airman” goes 
out. In place, we will have a su- 
per airplane, a literal battleship of 
the air, flying blind to its objec- 
tive, and no doubt it is even not 
too fantastic to predict that they 
will use stratosphere lanes, carry- 
ing death and destruction by drop- 
ping super-high explosive bombs 
and conducting gas attacks from 
altitudes far beyond the vision of 
the human eye. 


Expert Pilots 

This is a very important thing 
to bear in mind and there is no 
question concerning the ability of 
our air line pilots to fly blind for 
protracted periods as they fre- 
quently do in maintaining their 
present air mail and passenger 
schedules. 

Lieutenant Colonel J. Carroll 
Cone recognizes that the Commis- 
sion must not lose sight of the im- 
portant relationship between the 
development of aviation and na- 
tional defense ,and has gone on 
record to that effect in a signed 
article in the August issue of the 


| National Aeronautical Magazine. 


A highly trained pilot represents 
an approximate investment upward 
of $35,000 to the government 
and accordingly the Commission 
should, in my opinion, see that the 
greatest possible number of these 
highly trained air line pilots and 
potential wartime flyers are kept in 
continuous training through the 
medium of continued employment, 
and that the policy should not be 
to make air line flying a series of 
continued endurance tests, which 
is and will shortly put many pilots 
out of employment with the ad- 
vent of faster equipment. 

With the introduction of high 
speed equipment it is absolutely 
necessary, not only as a matter of 
public safety but also as a patri- 
otic duty, that the Commission 
make a careful study of pilots’ fly- 
ing hours, which the present air 
mail law has seen fit to establish 
as 85 hours per month. 


Need Pianes 

In the development of American 
aviation it is not so essential to 
take more millions of dollars and 
spend on possible theories that 
may never materialize, but to take 
such funds and develop what is 
now available. We have developed 
ships, both military and commer- 


to Congress 


rcial, in this country that are sec- 


ond to none in world aviation. All 
we need is more of these ships and 
these same men, as I have told you 
before, have succeeded in placing 
American aviation in first position 
and they will likewise keep it 
there. These same men are for the 
present satisfied with the present 
provisions of the Air Mail Law, 
S. 3170, and it remains for the 
Commission to lend a stabilizing 
hand to the situation and recom- 
mend that this law be strictly en- 
forced so that the air line pilots 
may be given a fair chance to do 
their part to continue to maintain 
America’s position in world avia- 
tion. 


Six years ago I was, myself, on 
active duty with the U. S. Air 
Corps and served with the second 
Bombardment Group, then sta- 
tioned at Langley Field, Va. I, 
myself, dropped the 1,100 lb. 
bomb, during military tests, from 
an altitude of six thousand feet 
that destroyed the Pee-Dee River 
Bridge in Carolina, a gigantic mod- 
ern structure built of reinforced 
concrete and steel, thereby dis- 
proving the theory that aircraft 
bombardment is ineffective against 
reinforced structures of this na- 
ture. 


In those days our equipment was 
for the most part old and obsolete. 
However, we did have plenty of 
gas to afford adequate training 
schedules and as much cross-coun- 
try as we cared to do, and our 
personnel at that time was as 
highly trained as any group could 
be in peace time. About a year ago 
|I again visited Langley Field and 
I found the equipment to be much 
better, more modern and a great 
deal more of it. But the sad and 
deplorable part about it was that 
there were no funds to buy gas 
with to operate this new equip- 
ment and the flying officers were 
| limited to but a few flying hours 
per month. 


Lack Gas, Oil 


I would like to call special at- 
tention of the Commission to this 
part of my testimony because it 
is my opinion that the present re- 
grettable situation in our Air 
Corps as far as training is con- 
cerned, is not so much brought 
about by lack of equipment but by 
lack of gas and oil to put into ships 
to conduct training properly. We 
must not only supply equipment, 
we must supply gas and oil and 
service facilities for this equip- 
ment as well. We must keep our 
Air Corps Officers flying continu- 
ously and in proper training at all 
times, especially in the new phases 
of flying, such as night and blind 
flying. It is my opinion that in 
the future much of military air 
operations will be carried on after 
dark or in weather conditions so 
that the attacking aircraft will be 
secured in or above the clouds. 


(To Be Continued) 











President Roosevelt Sends 
ALPA Convention Greetings 








(Continued from Page 7) 


COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA 
GOVERNOR’S OFFICE 
RICHMOND 


GEO. C. PEERY 
GOVERNOR 


Mr. David L. Behncke, 
President, Air Line Pilots Assn., 
3145 West Sixty-third St., 
Chicago, Ill. 


Dear Mr. Behncke: 
I extend my warmest 


October 24, 1934. 


to the Air Mail Pilots of North and 


greetings 
South America at theif second international convention to be held in 


Chicago beginning October 29th. 
My hope is that you will 
accomplishments in the 


have a successful meeting resulting in real 
} of aviation. 
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